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Annual Congregational Meeting  

Monday, February 6th at 7:00 pm  

The Annual Meeting of Eastminster United Church  
will be held Monday, February 6, 2012.   

We will begin with dessert and coffee at 6:30pm.    
The meeting begins with worship at 7:00pm.   
All members & adherents are urged to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCOUNT CARDS are      

currently available at the 

church office.   

See Page 6 for details on how 

purchasing a Discount Card 

can bring you savings in 2012! 

Celebrating  

Guiding & Scouting 

Our Annual Celebration of the  
Scout/Guide movement will be on:  

Sunday, Feb 12th at 10:30am! 

 

 

 

We will celebrate the birthday of    
Eastminster at both services on  

Sunday, February 19th!   

See Page 3 for details! 
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Gift Envelope for our Annual 

Anniversary Appeal for the   

General Fund 

2011 Income Tax Receipts 

A copy of our 2011 ANNUAL 

REPORT is included for all 

financial contributors.  

Copies for others are             

available upon request. 

 

All -You-Can-Eat PASTA Dinner! 
Dessert Buffet!  

Live Entertainment!  
Door Prizes!    

Monday -Night!  
At -The -Movies  

See Page 7 for details! 

Pancake Supper 
Shrove Tuesday 

February 21: 5pm-7pm 
All -you-Can-Eat! 

Ticket Prices are $7 Adult (in advance) 
$8 Adult (at the door) : $4 Children < 10 yrs                          

$22 Family Rate (Parents & Children)           
See Page 12 for details! 

SATURDAY 
March 3: 5:30pm 
PASTA DINNER! 



From the Ministerõs Study 

 

 

 

 

 

Several years ago we began to óbrandô Eastminster Church by using the motto, óWhere faith comes to 
life.ô I like it.  I like it because it is both concise and multi-dimensional.  It describes us as a faith commu-
nity where people are enabled to breath new vitality into their neglected spirituality.  It also reflects our 
willingness to do the work of connecting what we believe with what we experience and also with how we 

resolve to live.  

There is an ancient tale from the Middle East of a king who had incredible wealth, privilege and power 
but he could not make himself  happy.  He resolved to be a rich king, and he was.  He resolved to be a 
powerful king, and he was.  In fact, he was successful in achieving all his resolutions; but he did not feel 
like a success.  Everything he had and all he accomplished were not enough to give his life the meaning 

which was the desire he most needed to satisfy.   

So, like most people who get desperate enough, the king turned to God.  He resolved that he would 
develop a relationship with his Creator that would finally give purpose to his life.  Unfortunately, it was 
not as easy as he expected.  He read the great books of religion and consulted a thousand spiritual advi-
sors.  He thought about God and talked about God and he prayed to God for hours every day - but this 

was one resolution he could not keep.   

Then one night, he was awakened by the sound of loud stamping and stomping on the roof above his 
chamber.  Alarmed, he shouted ñWho's there?ò  The answer came from the roof: ñA friend.  I have 
lost my camel.ò 

The king, no longer frightened, was disgusted by such stupidity.  He said: ñYou fool!  Why are you 
looking for a camel on a roof?ò 

The voice from the roof answered: ñYou fool!  Why are you looking for God in silk clothing, lying on 
a golden bed?ò 

Finally, the king knew what he must do.  He left the palace with a new set of resolutions which sounded 
like this: How can I help the oppressed? How can I support those whose hearts are broken?  How 
can I free those who are held captive?  How can I comfort those who mourn? 

The relationship he sought with God began to influence how he treated others.  The best interests of 

others became more important than his own. And so, we could say, the kingôs faith came to life.  

As we continue our shared journey into this new year, may we be as willing to bring our faith to life! 

Rev. Ed 
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Feb 5th - 9:00 & 10:30am 
Communion at both services 

Reception of Members 
Rev. Edôs Message: 
ñTurkeys Among Eaglesò 

Family Breakfast begins 9:15am 

++++++++++ 
 

Feb 12 - 9:00am 
Rev. Edôs message 

 ñThe Guy Who  
Couldnôt Keep Quietò 
Feb 12 - 10:30am 

Children of ALL ages are in-
vited to help us celebrate the 
Scout/Guide movement in our 

church and community! 
Then, stay for lunch! 

+++++++++++ 
 

Feb 19 - 9:00 & 10:30am 
A Birthday Celebration  

for our Church! 
Join us as we use music and 
stories to mark the Anniver-
sary of Eastminster Church! 

And, there will be cake! 
++++++++++ 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Feb 22 - 6:00pm 

A chapel service to  
mark the start of Lent. 

++++++++++ 
 

Feb 26 - 9:00 & 10:30am 
Rev. Edôs Message: 

ñTaunted, Tested, & Temptedò 
++++++++++ 

 

March 4 - 9:00 & 10:30am 
Communion at 9:00am 
Rev. Edôs Message: 
ñKnowing When To Quitò 

Family Breakfast begins 9:15am 

++++++++++ 

 

Children & 
Youth programs 
every Sunday at 

10:30am. 

Worship Calendar  

Alpha at Eastminster 
An Eastminster Alpha group began to meet on January 18.  Each meeting begins at 
6:30pm with dessert and coffee; then a video is viewed and discussed.  Participants 
share their experiences of God and their understanding of Godôs will for them and for 
our world.   
 

For more information speak with Jane Acton, Sharon Dixon or Rev. Ed. 

Five Oaks, which is the United Church Education/Retreat Centre at Paris, Ontario, will be holding the 
following events: 
 

óSpirituality Through Photographyô (Feb. 17-19) led by the Rev. Richard Chung-sik Choe 

óRabbi Jesus and Prophetic Powerô (Mar. 2-4) led by Bruce Chilton 

óGlobal and Social Justice in Youth Ministryô (Apr. 27-29) led by Rusa Jeremic 

óCircle of Courage and Renewal - A Retreat with Moderator Mardi Tindalô (Apr. 20-22)  
 

For information about these events or how to register, contact Rev. Ed. 

Coming to Five Oaks... 



Happy Anniversary! 
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Each year at this time we are invited to mark the anniversary of Eastminster 
Church with a special gift for our churchôs General Fund.  As always, January-
February brought the additional challenge of winter expenses (heating, snow re-
moval, etc.)  An additional challenge this year is the $20,000 deficit with which we 

ended 2011.  (See the Annual Report for details.) 

Although offerings were ahead of 2010 every month until December, we received 
$25,000 in memorial and other one-time gifts at the end of 2010.  As a result, total 
offerings in 2011 were down and, although expenses were up only 2%, we ended 

the year with a deficit of $20,293. 

We carry this financial obligation into 2012.  As you decide how you will respond to 

this yearôs Anniversary Appeal, please help as you are able to meet this challenge. 

 

 
 

It is our custom to celebrate the anniversary of Eastminster 
Church in February.  Our congregation was established by 
Belleville Presbytery on December 4, 1955 but wise folks 
decided years ago that it would be better to wait until after 

Christmas for the annual óbirthday partyô. 

This yearôs celebration will be at both morning services on 
Sunday, February 19th.  Instead of a guest speaker, our 
Standing Committee on Worship has decided to celebrate 
our churchôs heritage with music.  A variety of songs will be 

sung or played.  Roberta is inviting all Eastminster singers and musicians to par-
ticipate.  We will also hear from several members of our congregation as they re-

flect on our life together as a church family.  

And donôt forget, as part of our Anniversary celebrations, we hope you can join us 
in The Caf® following the church services on Anniversary Sunday.  Weôll be serv-

ing cake and coffee (beverage)! 

  

 

 

 

 

My Church and I  
 

I am part of the Church, one among many,  
but I am one.  

I need the Church for the development of the  
buried life within me; the Church in turn needs me.  

The Church may be human in its organization,  
but it is divine in its  purpose.    

That purpose is to point me to God.  
Participating in the privileges of the Church,  

I shall also share in its responsibilities, taking it upon 
myself to carry my fair share of the load,  

not grudgingly but joyfully.  
To the extent that I fail in my responsibility,  

the Church fails; to the extent that I succeed,  
the Church succeeds.  

I shall not wait to be drafted for service to my Church; 
I shall volunteer, saying ñHere am I, send me!ò  

I shall be loyal in my attendance, generous in my gifts, 
kind in my criticism, creative in my suggestions,  

loving in my attitudes.  
I shall give to the Church my interests, my enthusiasm, 

my devotion ï most of all MYSELF!  
 

Author:  Harold W. Roupp  
Submitted by Carolyn Vanhorne-Coffey 

This is your gift envelope for our annual   
Anniversary Appeal for our General Fund.   



(The following is part of the December 18, 2011 dedication ceremony for the second phase of the 
Sanctuary Redevelopment Project.) 

We pause in our service this morning to celebrate the completion of the second phase of the Sanctuary 
Redevelopment Project which was approved by the congregation in 2010.  Although a few finishing 

touches remain, most of the work is now finished and we have already begun to enjoy the results. 

The Psalmist reminds us of how good it is to be in the house of the Lord: 

 òHow lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 

 My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; 

 my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God... 

 Happy are those who live in Your house,  

 ever singing Your praise.ó (Ps 84:1,2,4) 
 

This is the fourth time in our history when the people of Eastminster Church have invested in creating a 
space for worship.  Our first sanctuary was built in the 1950's, the space which is now the McDowell 
Chapel, followed soon after by the expansion of that building to include the space which is now the Par-
lour.  The project completed twenty-two years ago included construction of this sanctuary and the desig-

nation of the Chapel as a memorial to our first minister.   

Now we celebrate the latest project which has not only so beautifully renovated this space, it has added 
technical resources which have prepared it to bring faith to life of the next generation.  This new plaque 

has been placed on our memorial wall as a permanent sign of what we celebrate today. 

As with everything that we do as a church family, all of this has been made possible by the generous com-
mitment of sisters and brothers in Christ.  Carolyn and Sylvia have been members of the Task Group 
since it was established many years ago.  Carl later joined it and assumed a lead role when David Wright, 

the original Chairperson, moved away. 

As with Phase 1, the cost of these improvements has been fully paid.  The carpet is a gift of Buck Pascoe 
in memory of his wife, Ruth.  Ruthôs memory was previously honoured by Buckôs gift of the new lighting 

system.  On behalf of all of us, Buck, thank you for your generosity and your commitment to our ministry. 

All other costs for this part of the project are paid thanks to a grant from our Legacy of Faith Fund.  That 

fund consists mostly of bequests and other forms of planned giving to our church. 

This project would not have been completed so quickly, so inexpensively or (we think you will agree) so 
beautifully without the skill and dedication of Carl Kap and Bob Lisk.  Carl has truly been the mastermind 
behind the design and the master craftsman throughout this project.  For the construction of this phase, 
Carl was very ably assisted by Bob.  Not only have they saved us many thousand dollars in labour costs, 

they have created a space which is truly worthy of the One we worship here. 

A new opportunity for us to 
reach out to help others: 

We are partnering 
with Community 
Learning Alterna-
tives, the Canadian 

Centre for Financial Literacy and 
the United Way of Quinte to offer 
a 6-week Financial Literacy 
Course beginning: 

            February 15th. 

This is an opportunity for folk to 
learn the skills they need to man-
age their money.  Topics include 
income & taxes, budgeting,    
saving, credit basics and how to 
be a wise spender. 

Meetings are at Eastminster 
Wednesday mornings and will be 
followed by lunch at the Open 
Door Café.  For more information 
or to register, call 613-962-9615.   

          Space is limited! 
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Update on Sanctuary Redevelopment Project 

Your 2011 Income Tax Receipts are included with this Anniversary edition of 
The Link.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 
Marie Martin at the church office 613/969-5212 - (Tuesdays or Wednesdays) 
or e-mail her at:   adminpt@eastminster.on.ca 

Financial 
Literacy Course  

2011 Income Tax Receipts 

Yvonne Frances Smith has placed a bench on the Kiwanis 
Bayshore Trail just outside the canteen at the south end of 
George Street.  It contains a plaque which names her and 

her friend Marian Thomas.   

The message reads ña legacy of music and friendshipò and is 

framed by musical symbols. 

A Legacy of Music and Friendship 

 

The Fifth Season 
In the spring of life,  

in the flowers of youth,  
everything is bright and new. 

 

In the summer of life,  
time of growth and change.   

Each day brings new dreams to 
pursue. 

 

In the autumn of life,  
thereôs a settling down.  

Contentment and sureness in 
what we do.  

 

In the winter of life,  
comes peace and wisdom.   

Time to relax and reminisce. 
 

But with the passing of these sea-
sons, life is still not through.   

For there is a still another season 
when each spirit is renewed. 

 

And it is in the calm 5th season, 
in this hopeful second spring,   

a time of cleansing and rebirth,  
a time of new awakening. 

 

Each personsô life will come full 
circle.  Even as the seasons do.  
To start another different life, 
much better than the one we 

knew. 
 

Submitted by Ella Wannamaker 
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Gleaners 
Food of the Month 

February  
SOUPS! 

(Canned or Boxed)   
 

March  
PEANUT 
BUTTER! 

(Small/Medium Size)         
 

Note:  Donations may be left 
at the church any day.   

For those who may require 
assistance, the Gleaners Food 
Bank is located at: 

 25 Wallbridge Crescent. 

In 2011 people from Bridge St., St. Matthews, and Cataraqui United Churches participated in a very suc-
cessful trip to Swaziland in Africa. The projects included a construction project and working with the youth 

in an African village. A pictorial display will be available once all the pictures have been reviewed. 

Since returning from the trip, presentations have been made by team members of Cataraqui United 
Church to various organizations in Kingston. One such organization was the Eastern Ontario Catholic 
Teachers Association. They have since raised funds to aid in the establishment of a well for the area. In 
February, Mission Ventures is setting up a return trip to the area. Debbie Smytherman and Brock Burr will 
be on the trip to oversee that the project gets underway. This trip is available to anyone wishing to go. The 

cost of the trip is $4600. 

The Many Hands Mission trip for 2012 is planned for Guatemala to work on a construction project in the 
high region of the country. The trip has not been finalized as to the exact dates but will be in the late July, 
early August time frame.  On January 15, we made a presentation to the congregation of Eastminster to 
promote this trip. There were African and Peruvian items to sell and we had a table set up with pictures 
and crafts. Four post team members described their experience and inspired us all with a true sense of 
spiritual satisfaction from having participated in a mission trip.  We provided lunch following the 10:30 

service that day. 

We also give thanks to all the people who continue to support us at our fundraising 
events. The aluminum cans project is an important part of our fundraising activities so 
thank you to all who help in that area.  Cans can be dropped off at the church anytime.   

 

                         Submitted by Phil Pacey                               

The Open Door Caf® would like to say a big óThank Youô to the people 
of Eastminster for their support of our program over the past year.  
We served over 5,000 meals (50 Wednesdays) to those who wished 

to join us.   

Kenny Leighton, our ODC Coordinator, along with many volunteers, provided nutritious and tasty meals 

during 2011ðtopped off with an excellent Christmas Dinner! 

At this time we would like to add a few more people to our volunteer list:  Hereôs what we need:   

Greeters at the main door; and 

People who are happy to clean-up after our Wednesday meals. 

You would be working in a warm, happy atmosphere and are welcome to bring a friend and join in for a 
hot dinner anytime between 11:30am and 1pm every Wednesday.   If you would like more information, 

please ask any of the ODC volunteers or call: 

 Brenda Miller, Chair of the Open Door Committee at 613-967-2373. 

 

Request for Plastic Milk Bags to make mats!  
One of our regular Open Door Café guests has requested that we collect the outside bag 

from the 4 litre milk bags - to make mats!  Please leave your washed milk bags at the church office. 

 

Many Hands Missions Report! 

News from the Open Door Cafe 

é.an excerpt from a Thank You letter from the           
Community Learning Centre re the Christmas Dinneré. 

ñas always, the luncheon was superb and our staff and 
learners all enjoyed it very much.  We would like to   
extend a big Thank You to the wonderful Open Door 
Café staff and volunteers, and the students from St.    
Josephôs, for a delicious meal and great service!ò 

Deborah Best, who 
is a member of our 
Chancel Choir, is  
again participating in 

the 10km walk for MS on May 
27th and is recruiting sponsors.  
If you wish to support        
Deborah, you may contact her 
at 613-962-7575 (Work) or 613-
779-7816 (Home). 

Walking to Help Others 

I Am With You Still 
 

I give you this one thought to 
keep 

I am with you still - do not  
weep. 

I am a thousand winds that  
blow. 

I am the diamond glints on 
snow. 

I am the sunlight on ripened 
grain. 

I am the gentle autumnôs 
rain. 

When you awaken in morningôs 
hush, 

I am the swift uplifting  
rush 

Of quiet birds in circled  
flight. 

I am the soft stars that shine at 
night. 

Do not think of me as  
gone- 

I am with you still in each new 
dawn. 

Author:  Unknown 
Submitted by Christa Kastia 


